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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to the Applicant's arguments and amendments filed on 4/8/08. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Jeff Gluck (Registration No. 44,457) on 6/3/08. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please replace Claim 1 with the currently amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Presented) A method for a system comprising a communications device and a 
communications network, the method comprising: 

allocating, by the communications network, at least a direct cell access channel for the 
communications device for uplink access to the communications network, the direct cell access 
channel to permit the communications device to directly start sending user data on the direct cell 
access channel without requesting access resources when user data is available to send; 
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providing an alternative uplink transmission mechanism for the communication device to 
send data to the communications network if the direct cell access channel cannot be provided; 

determining by the communications network conditions when whether the direct cell 
access channel is available for use at a given time; and 

providing the communications device with a pet iodic message indication of 

the availability for use of the direct cell access channel during said conditions; and 

permitting reception of a transmission from the communications device without a channel 
request during said availability . 

JPlease replace Claim 6 with the currently amended as follows: 

6. (Currently Presented) A method according to claim 5, wherein said providing a periodic 
availability message indicating whether the communications device can directly start sending on 
the direct cell access channel is carried out on a network layer (Layer 3) of the protocol stack. 

Please replace Claim 7 with the currently amended as follows: 

7. (Currently Presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein said providing a periodic 
availability message is performed by sending a broadcast message to a set of communications 
devices including said communications device. 



Please replace Claim 9 with the currently amended as follows: 
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9. (Currently Presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein said providing a periodic 
availability message is performed by sending a multicast message to a limited set of 
communications devices including said communications device. 

Please replace Claim 10 with the currently amended as follows: 

10. (Currently Presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein said providing a periodic 
availability message is performed by sending a point-to-point message to the communications 
device. 



Please replace Claim 15 with the currently amended as follows: 

1 5 . (Currently Presented) A base station of a communications network, comprising: 

means for allocating at least a direct cell access channel to a communications device, the 
direct cell access channel to enable the communications device to directly start transmitting data 
on the direct cell access channel without first requesting access resources when the 
communications device has data to be sent; 

means for providing an alternative cell access mechanism for the communications device 
for uplink access to the communications network if the direct cell access channel cannot be 
provided; 

means for determining by the communications network conditions when whether the 
direct cell access channel is available for use at a given time; aad 
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means for providing the communications device with a periodic, :> : : i.:h; ! : ; ; message 
indication of the availability for use of the direct cell access channel during said conditions; and 

means for permit ting recep tion ol'a transmission from the communications device 
without a channel request during said a\ a i lability . 

Please replace Claim 16 with the currently amended as follows: 

16. (Currently Presented) A system comprising a communications device and a 
communications network, the communications network comprising: 

means for allocating at least a direct cell access channel to a communications device, the 
direct cell access channel to enable the communications device to directly start transmitting data 
on the direct cell access channel without first requesting access resources when the 
communications device has data to be sent; 

means for providing an alternative cell access mechanism for the communications device 
for uplink access to the communications network if the direct cell access channel cannot be 
provided; 

means for determining by the communications network conditions when whether the 
direct cell access channel is available for use at a given time; and 

means for providing the communications device with a periodic .availability message 
indication of the availability for use of the direct cell access channel during said condition Please 
replace Claim 1 with the currently amended as follows s; and 

means for permitting reception of a transmission from the communications device 
without a channel request during said availability ; and 
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the communications device comprising: 

means for receiving said indication. 

Please replace Claim 26 with the currently amended as follows: 

26. (Currently Presented) An apparatus, comprising: 

a module to allocate to a communications device at least a direct cell access channel to 
permit the communications device to directly start sending uplink data to a communications 
network on the direct cell access channel without requesting access resources when uplink data is 
available to send; 

a module to provide to the communications device an alternative cell access mechanism 
for uplink access to the communications network when the direct cell access channel cannot be 
provided; and 

a determination module to determine conditions when whether , at a given time, the direct 
cell access channel can be provided; and 

a transmitter to provide to the communications device a periodic ' message 

indication of the availability of whether the direct cell access channel can, at a given time, be 
provided during said conditions; and 

a receiver to receive a transmission from the communications device without a channel 
request during said availability . 



Please replace Claim 28 with the currently amended as follows: 
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28. (Currently Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein, in a situation in 
which the direct cell access channel can not be provided, the apparatus is configured to indicate 
to the communications device that the alternate cell access mechanism should be used. 



Please replace Claim 30 with the currently amended as follows: 

30. (Currently Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein said availability 
message indicating whether the direct cell access channel can be provided comprises an 
indication of indicating whether the communications device can directly start sending user data 
on the direct cell access channel at a high data rate. 

Please replace Claim 32 with the currently amended as follows: 

32. (Currently Presented) An apparatus according to claim 31, wherein said transmitter is to 
provide the periodic availability message using indicating whether the communications device 
can directly start sending on the direct cell access channel is carried out on a network layer 
(Layer 3) of the protocol stack. 

Please replace Claim 33 with the currently amended as follows: 
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33. (Currently Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the availability 
message comprises apparatus is configured to indicate whether the direct cell access channel can 
be provided by transmitting a broadcast message, a multicast message, or point-to-point 
message(s). 

Please replace Claim 34 with the currently amended as follows: 

34. (Currently Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the availability 
message comprises apparatus is configured to indicate whether the direct cell access channel can 
be provided by transmitting a broadcast message, and wherein said broadcast message contains a 
parameter value restricting a set of communications devices to which the message is to be 
transmitted. 



Please replace Claim 35 with the currently amended as follows: 

35. (Currently Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the availa bility 
message comprises apparatus is configur e d to indicat e whether the direct cell access channel 
be provided by transmitting a message comprising a parameter value indicating whether the 
direct cell access channel is enabled. 



Cancel Claims 13, and Claims 17-25. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

After further search and through examination of the present application and in view of the 
applicant's arguments and Examiner's amendments, claims 1-3, 5-12. 15-16, 26-36. and 38, 
renumbered as 1-25, are found to be in condition for allowance. 

The following is an examiner's statement for allowance: the cited prior art fails to teach: 

determining by the communications network conditions when the direct cell access channel is 
available for use at a given time. The prior art (Suzuki) teaches instead determining by the 
network when a potential access channel may be selected by the network and presented to the 
mobile for acceptance or denial based upon a separate analysis by the mobile. 

providing the communications device with a periodic availability message indication of the 
availability for use by the direct cell access channel during said conditions. The prior art 
(Suzuki) teaches instead providing an indication of a possible availability which may be accepted 
or denied by the mobile. 

Any comments considered necessary by the Applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 223 14 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Shannon Brooks whose telephone number is (571) 270-1 115. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30a.m. to 5p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Nick Corsaro can be reached on (571) 272-7876. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
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free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access 
to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 

/Shannon R. Brooks/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 

Shannon Brooks 
June 10, 2008 



/Nick Corsaro/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



